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ABSTRACT
An illustrated book describing sickfe cell anemia,

its symptoms, effects, and causes is presented. gnq
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Morrie Turner's cartooned message on sickle cell anemia grew out of
his elected mission to use his talents to help build a more humane world
for children. At 47, "Morrie" (his trademark, affectionately used by all
ages) works 12-18 hours a day, with his TV keeping him constantly
,"aware of what's going on in the world and people's attitudes about it"
With his researcher-wife, Letha, he produces 'Wee Pals", the first Black
comic strip to make the newspapers, and now multi - racial and
distributed to 75 publications. During the rest of his waking hours, he
gives 3 to 6 chalk talks per week to achool children, teaches cartooning
at two institutions, publishes books, develops film strips and
commercials, and prepares a full-hour TV program for the ABC
network. His wide-ranging activities are directed primarily to
entertaining, informing, and morale building of Black children. His
audiences, however, include all races and span all ages.

Morrie's goal for "better schools and better Oakland" (Calif.) has led
him to probe innumerable subjects involving racial problems and needs
of poor children, such as nutrition, reading, and now sickle cell anemia,
a race-linked disease. For his humanistic achievements he received the
National Conference of Christians and Jews Brotherhood Award in
1966, and was honored by both the DeMo lay Association and the
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith. In 1970, he was tapped for the
distinction of serving as vice-chairman of the Forum oi Child
Development and the Mass Media that prepared for the 1970 White
House Cobference on Children.

Where's Herbie?, generously contributed to the Office of Child
Development by Morrie Turner, is an outgrowth of the Conference and
the latest evidence of his imagination.

FREDERICK C. GREEN, M.D.
Associate Chief
Children's Bureau
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A SICKLE
WHAT ?

SICKLE CELL AHEMIA1.1T% A DISEASE THAT
USUALLY STRIKES BLACK PEOPLE'



NAW MAN.. IT DOESN'T WORK

INHERIT
y_DOESN'T

INHERIT IT FROM YOURTO
HAVE TO

HAVE IT IN THEIR BLOOD
BEFORE NM CAN GET IT!

DON'T BE SO SURE,
BABY, ONE OUT OF TEN

BLACK PEOPLE CARRY
THE SICKLE CELL TRAIT
AND ONE IN FOUR HUNDRED
HAVE SICKLE CELL ANEMIA

WELL IF SO MANY PEOPLE HAVE THE DISEASE HOW
DO WE KNOW IF
WE GOT IT? YOU MEAN WHAT ARE THE

SYMPTOMS -WELL IT MAKES YOU
TIRED, CAUSES FEVER AND PAIN IN
YOUR ARMS LEGS AND SIOMACH

ARE TUE SYMPTOMS'

flpf1

BECAUSE WHEN YOU
HAVE

CHANGE
RED BLOOD

CELLS CHANGE TO A SICKLE
SHAPE DUE ID LACK OF

OXYGEN!



I HOPE THEY
ERBIE, QUICK

VW

GOSH !
P.WHAT'S

NE
GONN DO ..STAY IN QED
THE REST OF HIS LIFE.

KINDSPEOPLE WITH SICKLE CELL ANEMIA- ARE A LOT LIKE PEOPLE WITH GIVERKINDS OF ANEMIA - THEY ARE USUALLY iii #-
SHORT OF BREATH AND f YEAH, A PERSON WITH THETIRE OUT EASILY' DISEASE MAY BE ABLE TO LFAD

A PRETTY NORMAL LIFE...



FICKLE Cal_CAME FROM AFRICA
AND _WS BROUGHT 10 THIS
coLNTRY WITH THE SLAVE TRADE

"BLACKS LIVING IN THE MALARIA BELTS OF AFRICA HAVE FOR CENTURES BEEN EXPOSED TO
M_AvARJA,__MALARIA IS AN INFECTION CAUSED BY A PARASITE THAT DESTROYS THE RED BLOOD
CELLS. THU& IS EVIDENCE 10 INDICATE THAT AFRICAN INDIVIDUALS CARRYING SICKLED CELLS ARE
MORE RESISTANT TO MALARIA- WHEN BLACKS WERE IMPORTED BY THE AMERICAN SLAVE
SYSTEM TO AMERICA WHERE MALARIA IS VIRTUALLY NON-EXISTENT THE ADVANTAGE OF HAVING
SICKLE CELL TRAIT WAS ELIMINATED AND AN ASSET BECAME A LIABILITY"

AREAS OF
SICKLE-CELL GENE
IN THE OLD WORLD



DWNT
rim

E
G LIAD

LIECELL
HNEMI5t A VE IT IN YOUR

WOW DO YOU KNOW THAT
YOU DON'T H

BLOOD 5TREAMS

I DON'T
KNOW/



Arigite44

c.-1" DON'T KNOW
114)

A_
O

BOUT THAT MAN
SEEING A DdCTR
SOUNDS LIKE A PRETTY
GOOD IDEA TO ME!
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LL, WERE WEI LET'S
IN...

ete44,w
+wW`-

LATE
TOO
TO

CHICKEN OUT!.

HELLO MISS! IS
TM' DOCTOR IN ?

COME IN BOYS 1.. CAN I HELP YOU?

YES MAM.)



THE DOCTOR IS ALWAYS
HAPPY TO TEST FOR
SICKLE CELL TRAITS

HELLO FELLA5f.. LAD.
TO SEE YOU'RE SO IN REsTED

IN SICKLE CELL ANEMIA.'
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IF BOTH YOUR PARENTS
HAVE NQRMAL HEMOGLOBIN
IN ThelVat aL000 YOU WILL
HAVE NORMAL I-IEMOGLOBIN
AND THERE.rORE WILL NOT
SUFFER FROM SICKLE
CELL ANEMIA

IF ONE PARENT HAS SICKLE
CELL TRAM HIS CHILDREN
comp INHERIT IT

PARENT,5

9I CKLE NORMA L
CELL TRAIT

NORMAL

CHILDREN

14 I
NORMAL SICKE CACKLE

CELL CELLTRAIT TRAIT



"IF BOTH PARENTS WAVE SOME OF THE SICKLE CELL HEMOGLOBIN IN
THEIR BLOOD THEIR CHILDREN HAVE MORE OF A CHANCE OF INHERITING
SICKLE CELL HEMOGLOBIN AND SOME MAY EVEN INHERIT ENOUGH OF
IT TO CAUSE SICKLE CELL ANEMIA

PARENTS Cill WREN

SICKLE SICICLE
CELL. CELL
TRAIT TRAIT

SICKLE SICKLE SICKLE
CELL CELL CELL NORMALANEMIA TRAIT TRAIT

(....YOU CAN'T CATCH SIClq_E CELL
ANEMIA- A1OYOUREITH5N. BORNWITH IT OR E NuT
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I GUESS OUR BUDDY
HERBIE WAS BORN WITH
SICKLE CELL ANEMIA

r.

HE'S HAVING WHAT WE CALL
A SICKLE CELL CRISIS ,WHICH
CAN LAST FROM. A FEW I-IOU R5
TO A WEEK AND IT CAN BE

VERY PAINFUL

011DANIEL HE
Volt1.411.1%

IT MAKES
SEVERE

SHORTOF.BREMH AND MBE OUT EASILY- THEY
MAY HAVE SEVERb. PAIN IN ANY WW1- OF THE boDY, RUN A FEVER WITH
cHILIN LS_, _SHOIR

EWYE
BLOOD IN THEIR URINE AND A YELLOW COLORTHES
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DO YOU GO THROUGH THE CRISIS WHEN
YOU HAVE SICKLE CELL TRAIT ?

0 0

"NO, PEOPLE WITH SICKLE CELL TRAIT C,AN USUALLY LEAD NORMAL
ALTITUDES

THEY HAVE TROUBLE DURING FLIGHTS AT HIGH
ALTITUDES 1N AN UNPRESSURIZED AIRPLANE

15 "

SPIRIT OF HUNTIAS Pelnr

ti



OR DURING ANESTHESIA FOR SURGERY....

OR ON AUTOMOBILE TRIPS ACROSS
HIGH MOUNTAINS, OR IN ANY
SITUATION WHERE THERE IS A
LOWER AMOUNT 0F OXYGEN...

"ii

r

PEOPLE WITH THE TRAIT WILL WAVE
TROUBLE WITH THESE "'WINGS TOO..
THEY SHOULDNOT GO SWIMMING
UNDERWATER,...,AND A WOMAN
WITH SICKLE CELL ANEMIA
NEEDS EXTRA CARE WHEN
SHE'S PREGNANT

r.



WELL I WANT TO
BE EXAMINED DOC..
IF YOU PROMISE IT
WON'T 1-IURT1

NO/

TESTING FOR SICKLE CELL TRAIT IS REALLY VERYSIMPLE AND INEXPENSIVE - WE ONLY NEED A
DROP OF BLOOD FROM TI-IE FINGER:
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WHEN I GET BIG
I'M GOINGTOB A
DOCTOR AND HELP
PEOPLE WITH

ANEMIA

EL LC
NEMIA I

NOT ME /. .I'M
GOING TO BE A
SCIENTIST AND
FIND A CURE,FOR
SICKLE CELL

MIA/
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NOW! Write your questions for the DoctOr.
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For additional Information on Siena CM Mom write to:
Nittoosl Odds CM mom Program, laniand Intdonts of Hunk Onesoldn,
Rfaryloid 20014,


